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Firstly, please go through this resource and decide whether you would like to change it in this 

or that way (e.g., combining or doing some phases simultaneously etc.) so that it would work 

better for you… 

 

Conducting a literature review: 

Identifying Key Terms  Strategies/tips 

1. Identifying a few key terms (one or two 

words or short phrases)  
 Write a working title and use the two to three 

key words in the title that capture the essence 

of your study. 

 

2. Pose a short general research question  Use the two to three words in this question 

that best summarize the primary direction of 

the study. 

 

 

3. Look in a thesaurus of terms to find 

words that match your topic. 
 Check ERIC thesaurus or any other databases 

including similar thesaurus. 

 

Locating & organizing the literature 

items  

Strategies/tips 

 

4. Check journals & electronic databases 

using what you have found above 
 Use electronic library resources. 

 Check especially the table of contents, title, 

abstract, key words, major headings, and 

intro of the resources listed below & look for 

the key terms above. 

 Use the strategy above for the following 

items as well.  

5. Use academic libraries  Go to journal stacks and other resources to 

check. 

6. Check summaries  Encyclopedias (Encyclopedia of educational 

research); dictionaries and glossaries of 

terms; handbooks; statistical indexes; 

reviews (review of educational research); and 

syntheses. 

7. Check Books  Those that will summarize research or report 

conceptual discussions. 

8. Journals, Indexed Publications, and 

Electronic Sources 
 Abstract series: Allow for a broad search of 

articles by subject area. 

 Indexes: Such as the Education Index 

 Databases: ERIC, Psychological Abstracts; 

Sociological Abstracts; The Social Science 

Citation Index; Dissertation Abstracts 

9. Early stage literature  Materials not checked for quality: 

newsletters, studies posted to websites, 

professional association newsletters, drafts of 

studies from authors. 

 

10. References of at least the main readings 

collected above… 
 Check the references sections of these…This 

may direct you to further resources… 
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11. Copy and file  Organize articles on your computer in a 

fashion. Try to go from general topics/themes 

to more specific ones…create folder using 

those topics/themes that may also be titles of 

the parts of your dissertation later. 

Reading & checking relevance Strategies/tips 

12. Use an annotated bib while reading the 

lit items 
 Keep thinking about: 

 TOPIC: Does the lit focus on the same topic 

as our study? 

 INDIVIDUAL and SITE: Does the lit 

examine the same individuals or sites? 

 PROBLEM: Does the lit examine the same 

research problem we want to study? 

 ACCESSIBILITY: Is it accessible in our 

library, from a website etc.? 

 Read especially titles, abstract, key terms, 

major headings and intro…When you are 

finished with this and entering an item into our 

annotated bib, and see that it is relevant read 

the item word by word. 

 The parts of the annotated bib would help  you 

summarize each reading and help you gain 

new insights into your study by detecting 

limitations etc. 

Writing the lit review  Strategies/tips  

13. Using your completed annotated bib 

you start writing your lit review 
 If you need, please go back and re-read an 

item. 

 As soon as you include an item in your lit, 

please cite it in the references. 

 If you are really short of time, you can do 

your bib and lit somehow simultaneously but 

please avoid copying and pasting from your 

bib etc. 

14. Keep an eye on the extent of the 

review, type of the review, and 

concluding statements in a review 

 Extent of the review: Dissertations and 

theses: The most extensive; Research plans 

and proposals: Less comprehensive (10-30 

pages); articles: depends on its use and role 

 How far back?: Dissertations & theses: A 

much as possible/earliest; Proposals and 

articles: mostly the last 10 years- a classical 

study should be cited all the time. 

 Instead of writing in a study-by-study fashion 

synthesize studies grouped under broad 

themes. Themes/topics in your annotated bib 

may help you. 

 Concluding statement: it summarizes the 

major themes and identifies the rationale for 

the need for our study or the importance of 

the research problem.: What are the major 
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results and findings from all the studies I`ve 

reviewed? Then briefly summarize each 

theme. These should address the major ideas 

under each major heading and highlight what 

the reader needs to remember Then, suggest 

reasons why the current lit is deficient and 

why additional research is needed = these 

address the ways our study offers to extend 

existing knowledge and justify the 

importance of the research problem. 

 

 

Adapted & taken from Creswell, 2002, chapter 4: Reviewing the literature. 


